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For immediate release
28 September 2010
Rugby star kicks off Global Climate Working Bee in NZ
Kaitaia locals will join thousands across the globe getting to work on climate change at the 350 Aotearoa Global Climate Working Bee, set for Sunday 10th October. 

Participants will also be joining Vodafone Wellington Lion and All Black, Conrad Smith, who has announced that he is supporting the event.  

350 Aotearoa is part of an international campaign and aims to mobilise New Zealanders to initiate actions to address climate change.  The flagship day on 10th October 2010, the Global Climate Working Bee, will see thousands of volunteers from 180 countries planting trees, organising bike rides and insulating homes in a bid to get to work on climate change and do something positive for the environment. 

The environmentally conscious rugby star, a Project Litefoot Ambassador, is calling on households, community groups, schools and workplaces in the Far North to put on their own climate working bee and initiate an action that will help reduce carbon dioxide emissions, and have fun doing it.

“As Kiwis we can be true clean green leaders,” said Conrad. “Getting involved in the Global Climate Working Bee is about taking one step towards this.” 
“Yes we’ll be helping to address climate change, but there are heaps of other benefits. By working together on things like insulation, bike lanes or community vege gardens, we’ll be building stronger communities, saving money and be healthier too.”

350 Aotearoa supports the goal of reducing carbon dioxide from its current level of 390 parts per million (ppm) to below 350 ppm, the safe upper limit according to the latest science. 
In Kaitaia the Global Climate Working Bee is being run in partnership with the Far North Environment Centre which works to enhance the local environment year-round. FNEC Project Manager, Soozee McIntyre, says “The Kaitaia to Ahipara bicycle rally event was chosen to highlight the role cycling can play in reducing our carbon emissions and to encourage all age groups to give cycling a try. Whether you replace some of those shorter car trips with a bike ride or chose to get out on your bike as a recreational activity the result is a win/win situation with reduced use of fossil fuels and increased fitness for the cyclist.” 
Over 3,400 events are already registered globally for 10/10/10. Activities will range from tree planting and community gardens to bike workshops and awareness raising events. Some groups are also expected to sign onto the 10:10 campaign to cut emissions by 10% in a year.
Over 65 events are currently registered in New Zealand.  The registered action in Kaitaia on 10/10/10 is: 
Climate Cycles: a cruisy bike ride from the Environment Centre car park (by the CBEC Building, Pukepoto Road) to Ahipara and return. Assemble at 10 am for safety briefing. Ride to Ahipara foreshore. Bring your lunch and your ideas on how we can make the Far North more cyclist- friendly. Leave Ahipara at 1.30 to return to Kaitaia.


Lara Charles of 350 Aotearoa said: “Action in the community not only has the potential to minimise the effects of climate change directly, but also has the power to influence and inspire change in other sectors such as business and government.”
“We’re hoping for action all around Aotearoa. Each event, big or small, helps make the statement that we want to get back to a 350ppm world.” 

Interested groups are encouraged to register by visiting www.350.org.nz . Organisers can download information and materials to assist with the organising, promotion and implementation of their climate working bee action.
 Volunteers interested in joining an event can find details at www.350.org.nz.  
-Ends-

For more information about the Global Climate Working Bee in the Far North please contact Soozee McIntyre at the Environment Centre, phone 09 4081086 or email soozee@ecocentre.co.nz
  HYPERLINK "" Or visit http://www.350.org.nz  

